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GOODBYE AND BEST WISHES 
 
It is with very mixed feelings that I move on this year to a new assignment.  While I look 
forward to all of the new opportunities and challenges presented by my move to 
Henderson Elementary School, I will truly cherish what I have learned and the people I 
have come to know during my seven years at University Hill.   
 
I can reflect upon delightful, motivated students, caring involved parents, a dedicated, 
hardworking staff and an incredibly supportive community.  These are the seeds that 
create a thriving school full of opportunities to learn.   
 
My time at University Hill has been filled with incredible experiences and memories.  
The staff, students, parents and community must be commended for their support of all 
of the school’s efforts during this time.  The students have truly benefitted from your 
commitment. 
 
Thank you all for contributing to all of the learning and the laughter and the craziness 
and the brilliance that has been my experience at University Hill.  I will never, ever 
forget it.  This is a very special place that will stay in my heart forever. 
 
While goodbyes are difficult, this is also a good time to look ahead and welcome the 
arrival of the new principal, Mrs. Val Coopersmith.  Val is an experienced administrator.  
She has made several visits to the school and is eagerly looking forward to her 
assignment here. 
 
I shall miss everyone tremendously and will remember you fondly.  I wish everyone the 
best in future years.  My thanks to you all. 
       K. Pickford    

Principal 



 

NOTICE OF LATE RETURN 
 
The first day of school for the 2013/14 school year is Tuesday, September 3rd.  If you 
are returning to University Hill Elementary School in the fall but will not be here before 
September 5th,  please email Corinna Joyce at cjoyce@vsb.bc.ca and advise her of the 
date your child(ren) will return to school.  If you plan to return after September 30th, the 
school cannot hold a place for your child. 
          
U-HILL KINDERCLUB 
 
U-Hill Kinderclub has spaces available for children 5-12 years of age for the Summer 
Program.  If anyone is interested, please call Natalia or Jamie at 604-222-0700. 
Summer hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  In addition, anyone interested in a 
placement for Pre School in September is asked to contact Kinderclub as soon as 
possible. 
LUNCH PROGRAM  
 
Please be reminded that the school’s lunch program is now a ‘cost recovery’ program.  
This means that students may sign up only for a full month of the program at a time, or 
not at all.  Each child who registers for the lunch program will be provided with a ‘pass’ 
card that must be presented to lunch program staff daily in order to receive a meal.    
Unfortunately the VBE provides NO subsidies and there will be no opportunity for daily 
ticket orders.  Lunch program will begin on Thursday, September 5th.  
 
SEPTEMBER REMINDERS 
 

The first day of classes for September 2013 is Tuesday, September 3rd.  Students will 
return to last year’s class at 9:00 on the first day of school.  The children will only 
be in school for about 45 minutes on this day. New intermediate students are asked 
to go to the Multi Purpose Room.  New primary students, please go to the library. 
Students will remain in these classes for Wednesday, September 4th and Thursday, 
September 5th.  Class lists for the 2013/14 school year will be posted on the school’s 
main doors late Thursday afternoon.  Students will go to their new classes at 9:00 a.m. 
on Friday, September 6th.   
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
 
To the staff of University Hill School for all of their extra efforts on behalf of the students 
at the school.  These people put in an amazing amount of extra time and effort to work 
with students in extra-curricular service, athletic and academic areas.  They provide the 
school with the wonderful art work and displays that have graced our primary and 
intermediate hallways over the past year.  Their hard work has resulted in huge 
benefits for our students, a fostering of pride in community, athletics, academics and 
citizenship not possible in the regular classroom setting, and in the fabulous displays 
and incredible art work that help to make our school a welcome, inviting place to learn.  



 

Many, many thanks to you all. 
 
SO LONG AND BEST WISHES TO... 
 
Linda Kent     Our most sincere thanks for all of   
Clara Lam     your efforts on behalf of the children  
Diane MacQueen    at University Hill.  We wish you the 
Judy Cottrell     very best in all future endeavors.   
Emma Barrios 
Susan Hufty     We will miss you all. 
 
A very special so long goes to Eileen Anderson and Kathy Rourke, who have served the 
University Hill community for many, many years.  These two long standing members of 
the University Hill staff have decided to retire.  They have been huge contributors to our 
school during their time here and we wish them both great success and happiness in 
this new phase of their lives. 
 
WELCOME TO UNIVERSITY HILL 
 
We are very pleased to welcome the following new staff to university Hill for September 
2011.  Tanya Hadaway will join us as Melody’s Ludski’s teaching partner and Resource 
Team member; Heather Weldon will be coming to us to teach Grade 6/7, Stacy Cargo 
will join us to teach Grade 2/3 and Mike Emerick will be teaching Grade 6.  We’d also 
like to welcome back Andrea Morgan, who will join Bonnie Dakin to teach Grade 1 and 
Jorden Covert who is returning to UHill as our teacher librarian and prep teacher.  We 
welcome all to their new assignments and look forward to their contributions to our 
school. 
 
PAC UPDATE    
 
Our last PAC meeting of the 2012/13 school year was held on Monday, May 16th.   At 
this Annual General Meeting, we presented and approved the school plan and school 
organization for the upcoming year and held elections for our PAC executive. 
 
Our thanks and congratulations go to the new executive:  
  PAC Co Chairs: Tim Dow and Denise Lauritano  
  Treasurer: Christine Wang 
 

SHARING STORIES AT THE UBC BOOK STORE 

 

The Vancouver Board of Education’s Stories of Identity Project was inspired by 
Inside Out, a global participatory art project that transforms messages of 
personal identity into pieces of art work.  Black and white photographic portraits 
displayed in various communities share the stories and images of people around 



 

the world. 

The Stories of Identity Project provides an opportunity for Vancouver students to 
feel represented, validated and empowered through the sharing of their identity of 
which they are most proud.  The power of storytelling is used as a means to 
bridge the difference and value diversity in school communities across the 
district. 

Photos are already on display in a number of locations throughout the VSB, and 
stories of participants will be shared on the VSB website in the fall.  For more 
information search for ‘Inside Out: Stories of Identity’ on the VSB website, and 
visit the University Hill website to see stories and photos featuring our students.  
Of course, don’t forget to walk past the UBC bookstore to see the exhibit.  
Special thanks go to UBC Bookstore Communications Manager, Rebecca Irani, 
for making this project possible, and thank you to the students of Division 6 for 
representing our school and making us proud!



 

 

2013/2014 BUS PROGRAM 

Registration will begin on the 1st day of school (September 3). Forms along with 
payment will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis, in person, and submitted to 
one of the parent volunteers outside the school. Bus service will begin on Wednesday 
September 11. Registrations before the 1st day of school will not be 
accepted.  Information on the 2013/2014 Bus Program will be published on the PAC 
website (http://uhillpac.wordpress.com) at the end of August.  Please remember that 
availability is limited and there are always more students interested in using the bus 
than there are seats on the bus.  Parents are expected to have alternative 
transportation arrangements if their child cannot be accommodated on the bus. 

STATISTICS ON SUN SAFETY 
 
The Canadian Dermatology Association reports that. . . 
 

� Sun exposure in childhood and adolescence is seen to play a critical role in later 
development of skin cancer. 

� More than 60 000 Canadians develop skin cancer each year.  Children now 
have a lifetime risk of 1 in 7 for developing this disease. 

  A study conducted by researchers across Canada points to the time from birth to 
age 19 as critical for the initiation of the most common type of skin cancer, basal 
cell carcinoma, possibly because young skin is more sensitive than an adult’s. 

  People who had two or more severe sunburns in childhood have a 4.6 times 
higher risk of getting basal cell cancer.  Those who spent a lot of time outdoors 
as a child or adolescent  have a 2.6 times greater risk of the disease. 

  Other risk factors include having fair skin, red hair, a tendency to burn rather than 
tan and a history of severe sunburns in childhood. 

  The Association expresses the hope that people in general, but particularly those 
who fall into the high risk categories, will take extra care when exposed to the 
sun.  Most skin cancers are preventable.    

 
SUMMER SAFETY REMINDERS 
 
As we come to the end of another school year, we would like to wish everyone a very 
safe, happy and restful summer, and leave you with the following safety reminders: 
 

� When riding bicycles, please stay in the designated bicycle traffic lanes as 
appropriate and remember to wear your helmet at all times.  This is equally true 
for skateboarders and roller-bladers. 

� When driving with a child or children, please make sure that seatbelts are worn at 
all times.  Remember, too, that children less than 90 pounds should be in the 
backseat away from airbags and should be riding in a carseat. 



 

� Sunscreen is essential for protection from the burning rays of the sun.  Please 
be sure that you and your child(ren) are wearing at least SPF 30 at all times 

 
 

From the Staff of 
University Hill 

Elementary School . . . 
 

We wish all of you a 
happy, safe and healthy 
summer . . . we look 
forward to another 
spectacular year in 


