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    Dates to Remember 

 

 Friday, May 10th  Non-Instructional Day 

 Monday, May 13th PAC Meeting, 9:00 am 

 Monday, May 20th Victoria Day – No School 

 Friday, May 24th  Sports Day  

 

SPORTS DAY  
 
Just a reminder to all University Hill  families that Sports Day will take place this year 
on Friday, May 24th.  School will be in session for the full day.  We look forward to 
seeing our many supportive parents and guardians at this fun filled event.   Those 
students who enroll in the lunch program will be receiving lunch.  For those students 
who are not part of the lunch program, order forms will be going home in order for you 
to order lunch for your child(ren) and/or yourself.  Please watch for them. 
 
NOTICE OF LATE RETURN 
 
Please be aware that opening day for the 2013/14 school year is Tuesday, September 
3th.   If you are planning a holiday that will extend into September or you plan to be 
away past Thursday, September 5th for any reason, please complete a Notice of Late 
Return form available from either the office or your child’s teacher.  This will ensure 
that your child(ren)’s spot in the school is held until you return.  Unfortunately, we 
cannot hold a spot for your child(ren) past September 30th.  Thank you for you 
cooperation in this matter. 
 
 
 



INFORMATION FROM PARENTS 
 
Once again, this year, if you have information that would be helpful to us as we make up 
classes for September, please send a note to the school office by Friday, May 17th. 
Please confine your comments to your child’s learning style, interests and a friend or 
two she or he would like to be with next year.  Please do not request a particular 
teacher.  The letters are shared with staff as we create the classes.  While your input 
is valued, the final organization of the classes remains with us.  Although the process 
seems simple, it is actually quite complicated.  There are many factors to consider in 
placing over 500 students appropriately: 

� teachers decide which teaching style will best complement each child’s learning 
needs 

� we attempt to create an equitable balance between boys and girls 
� we try to balance the ELL and special needs students across the classes 
� we consider social maturity and needs 
� we take academic achievement into consideration and try to create classes that 

are balanced in this respect.  For example, if your child is in a combined grade 
2/3 class, there will be a variety of ability levels in both grades.  Years ago, ‘split’ 
classes were created with high achievers in the lower grade and low achievers in 
the higher grade.  This is no longer considered best practice and there has been 
a great deal of research to support combined classes made up of children of a 
variety of age levels and of varying abilities. 

� we consider the local collective agreement between the Vancouver Board of 
School Trustees, the B.C. Public School Employer’s Association and the 
Vancouver Teachers’ Federation/B.C. Teachers’ Federation that limits the 
number of students in each class. 

� finally, we acknowledge parent requests and do our best to accommodate them, 
given consideration of all other factors 

 
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 
 
Parents and school staff are the adults who make the greatest difference to a child’s 
learning in their early lives and beyond.  When these two groups work together the 
lives of students are very much enriched.  We are very fortunate at University Hill to 
have so very many parents who volunteer... on the PAC, on the Garden Committee, at 
Sports Day, on field trips, in classrooms, for extracurricular activities, fund-raising...the 
list goes on and on.  We’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge those parents 
who play such a supportive role in the educational lives of their children and to thank 
you all for your ongoing support of our work at the school.    
 
On April 24th, the school staff welcomed more than 50 people to our annual Volunteer 
Tea.  It was a real pleasure to say thank you to those who have put that little extra 
quality into the life of University Hill Elementary School and into the educational lives of 
their child(ren)  by providing special and extra service to the school community.  This 
year, more than 150 volunteers contributed to the school in many, many different ways.  
Once again, we thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to many future 



 

opportunities for home/school collaboration.    
     
HOW OUR GARDEN GROWS 
 
This year we have a healthy garden growing just outside our school.  Full of nutrients,  
the garden is going to teach us how to eat HEALTHY.  Kids will be able to bring home 
their lessons from the garden patch.   Parents can teach their children, too!  While we 
were helping dig out soil into barrels and wheelbarrows, several garden helpers found a 
pile of wriggling worms.  After that, some classmates started searching and tried to 
bribe other kids into giving a worm or two when they couldn’t find any!  Soon we filled 
some bins with dirt.  Worms were tossed into the wooden crates, too.  We also planted 
some vegetable seeds.   
 
On Earth Day, April 22nd, we had a BBQ school picnic.  The M&M Meat Shop came 
over to barbeque hot dogs and hamburgers.  Families came with home-brought 
blankets to lie on and brought their own bottled water.   
 
We are so lucky that the UHill PAC, Think & Eat Green and the Toyota Evergreen Grant 
gave us generous donations to help get our wonderful garden started. 
We hope you all will start having a GREEN THUMB. 
       By:  Justine Division:11 Grade: 3 
WHAT A NIGHT IT WAS 
 
The weather was so nice that I felt compelled to go to the barbeque on the afternoon.  I 
don’t know why, but I used all my free time, or my ‘homework time’ to run quickly down 
to the school with my sister.  The sun was slowly abating, but was still warm.  The 
smell of the barbeque was so inviting, that even though it was just over 5 o’clock, I just 
‘had’ to eat the hamburger, which is my dinner!  The hamburger was delicious, and I 
had the pleasure of looking at my sister playing with her friends.  Then, one by one, my 
friends, the grade 7’s, appeared, and I just had a fun time hanging out with them.  
       By: Jasmine   Division: 2 Grade 7 
 
We thank everyone for coming out to the splendid barbeque and celebrating our new 
garden.  The event went well and there were many families together, sitting on picnic 
blankets in the field and eating.  It was great to spend time with each other.  The 
weather was excellent; it was a sunny day.  There was no rain.  It was a cheerful and 
pleasant time.  The food was delicious.  We all hope you enjoyed the school 
barbeque. 
       By: Jenny Division: 2 Grade: 7 
 
Many, many thanks to Andrea McEwen for her tremendous work to support this 
fantastic initiative for our school and for her role in organizing and coordinating both the 
Garden Opening Assembly and the evening Barbeque.  Both events were spectacular 
and could not have happened without Andrea’s amazing efforts in preparation and 
coordination.  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 



 

Thanks, too, to Nancy Brown, Connie Chen and Bahareh Shigematsu, our fabulous 
parent YNC/Garden Committee, for all of their hard work and efforts throughout the year 
to support and implement so much of the garden initiative.  
 
And from the Garden Committee . . . The students, staff, administration and volunteers 
at U-Hill Elementary also wish to extend a great big THANK YOU to all our Community 
Connections participants at this year’s U-Hill Garden and Earth Day BBQ.  
 
Your participation made our event truly special, and I have received many comments 
from the attendees and organizers attesting to their appreciation for the time and effort 
that you made to join us, and to share your knowledge with our community. 
 
Please visit our blog where you will recognize many of the pictures from the event. 
www.uhillgarden.wordpress.com  
 
And we look forward to including you at our event next year - apparently the consensus 
is that we need to meet like this more often! 
 
 
FROM THE PAC  
 
Thank you for participating in the Safeway/Save-On-Foods/Choices card program  
and making it a success.   
 
We've had record sales this year! Our goal was to raise $3,000.  
 
Here's how much we sold in the two rounds of sales and how much we raised: 
  Safeway:   $10,000 
  Save-On Foods:  $28,700 
  Choices:   $2,900 
 
We have raised $3,272 for the school! Thanks again for your continued support! 
 
THE BIG ONE AT TWO 
 
We had a very successful earthquake drill on Thursday, May 2nd @ 2:00. Everybody  
evacuated safely after one aftershock, moving into the student release area shortly  
before 2:45 pm.  For the purposes of the drill, there were 3 people left inside the  
building so that our School Emergency (SERT) could practice their search and rescue 
duties.  We have 5 members of staff who are trained by the Vancouver Fire  
Department to be members of the SERT.  If you see these personnel in their hardhats 
and high visibility vests, please do not talk to them.  They have a very important job 
to do.  We also have a staff trained as the radio operator who maintains communication  
with the Vancouver School Board.  All staff have teams and assigned duties to ensure  
the safety and wellbeing of all students in the event of an earthquake.  The earthquake 



 

bin on the school grounds contains first aid equipment and other survival supplies to last 
us 72 hours. 
 
Please talk about earthquake preparedness in your own homes.  The better prepared  
you are, the more likely you will remain calm in the event of a real emergency. 
 

Lost and Found 
 
Please, please come and check out all the lost and found (mainly hoodies & jackets) in  
the front hallway.  We have two full racks of clothes and would love to reunite them  
with their owners.  All items left here at the end of June will donated to charity.  Thanks 
 
 


